
Saint Mary Magdalen Parish

ALL ARE WELCOME!  •  2400 N. PROVIDENCE ROAD  •  MEDIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19063

MARCH 22, 2020 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

As we face the crisis of the coronavirus together, we need to 
increase prayer, fasting and charity to our loved ones and obey 
the safety regulations of our government and religious leaders.  
The gift of Baptism graces and guides us to become the living 
and loving presence of Jesus. Rejoice sharing Jesus with others, 
especially your loved ones with your compassionate heart and 
caring hands.

In the gospel, Jesus heals the man born blind. This miracle reveals 
the power of Jesus to heal us physically. Because only God can 
perform miracles, the blind man’s physical miracle convinces him to 
believe Jesus. Then, the blind man deepens his faith in Jesus from 
thinking of Him as a prophet to believing in Jesus as the Son of 
God, He becomes a disciple willing to stand up and defend Jesus.

The prophet Samuel anoints David because “man sees the 
appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.”  David sinned by 
committing adultery and murder.  His sinfulness does not lead 
David to despair but moves him to call upon the grace and mercy 

of the Lord. With a contrite heart, David becomes a more compassionate and caring King. The more David 
believes he is chosen and forgiven, the more he becomes a steward of God’s mercy and compassion. 

By his conversion to Jesus, Saint Paul witnesses to the light and love of Jesus.  Paul’s genuine humility 
before God always inspires us to be more confident, convicted and courageous disciples. When we sin, do 
we call upon healing grace of the Sacrament of Reconciliation so that we can become even stronger in our 
Christian disciples?  I find myself growing more in holiness by admitting my sins before a brother priest. 
He can guide me to overcome sinful patterns and grace me with a clean slate to start over again. In fact, 
orthopedists assure us that when we break a bone, that particular part becomes stronger. 

When we strive to become saints by conquering our sins, we can become more compassionate and caring 
of others. Pray the Rosary and meditate on the joyful, sorrowful and glorious mysteries of your life with Jesus 
and Mary.  The Holy Spirit will enable you to become a luminous mystery lighting the darkness with the light 
of Jesus.  For it is “better to light one candle than curse the darkness.”

Our chapel is open for personal prayer from 6 AM to 9 PM Mondays through Friday.  
Saturday the church will be open from 8 AM to 6 PM for personal prayer.  

We cannot offer Holy Communion.  The parish and school offices are closed.  In the interim, you can 
contact us by email or the office. Please visit our website for updates and digital bulletins.

Better to Light One Candle 
Than to Curse the Darkness
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PARISH
610-566-8821

  

Mass Schedule
Saturday: 

8:30 AM & 4:30 PM Vigil
Sunday: 

7:30 AM, 9:30 AM
 11:30 AM & 5:30 PM

Weekday: 
Monday thru Friday 
6:30 AM & 8:30 AM

St. Patrick Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Sunday, 1 PM to Saturday, 8:30 AM
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday: 9 to 10 AM during Lent
or call to schedule a private reconciliation time

Rosary & Prayer for Life and Vocations
Tuesday at 7:15 PM in the chapel to pray the rosary.

Pray the Rosary before daily Mass at 8 AM.  
Miraculous Medal Novena on Saturday after Mass.  
First Friday Devotions following the 6:30 AM Mass.

First Saturday Devotions following the 8:30 AM Mass.
Flame of Love Rosary inChapel on Fridays at Noon.

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER TO MARY 
DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 

O Mary, you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.

You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need, and we are sure you will provide

so that, as in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy 
and to feasting after this time of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the 
Father and to do as we are told by Jesus, 
who has taken upon himself our sufferings 

and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. 
Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver 

us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.

Rev. Msgr. Ralph J. Chieffo
Pastor

frralph@stmarymagdalen.net 
Office extension: 110

Rev. Brian A. Izzo
Parochial Vicar

frizzo@stmarymagdalen.net
Office extension: 123

Rev. Aaron J. Loch, L.C.
Weekend Assistant

aaronloch@legionaries.org

Deacon E. Peter Zurbach
pzurbach@sju.edu

Deacon James DiFerdinand
jamesdiferdinand@gmail.com

Deacon Anthony J. Cincotta
 tcincotta@malvernretreat.com

a
RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION

Mrs. Dorothy Brown
Coordinator of Religious Education

dbrown@stmarymagdalen.net
PREP Office extension: 125

Mrs. Jennifer Degnan
Administrative Assistant

jdegnan@stmarymagdalen.net
PREP Office extension: 109

a 
SCHOOL

610-565-1822
stmarymagdalenschool.net

Ms. Denise Winterberger
Principal

principal@stmarymagdalen.net

Watch Mass from our Live Stream on Website.
On Saturday the church will be open from 

8 AM to 6 PM for personal prayer. 
At this time, we cannot offer Holy Communion.  

The Chapel is open for personal prayer from 
6 AM to 9 PM Mondays through Friday.  

Confessions are still available from 9 to 10 AM on Saturdays. 
Tuesday’s Rosary will be available on Live Stream at 7:15 PM.

 
Friday’s Stations of the Cross 

will be available on Live Stream at 7 PM.

All events held on our Parish and School Campus
are currently on hold until further notice. 



 NEW! ARCHBISHOP NELSON J. PÉREZ ANNOUNCES 
THE SUSPENSION OF ALL PUBLIC MASSES 
IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF PHILADELPHIA

The Archdiocese of Philadelphia announced that Archbishop Nelson J. Pérez has 
suspended all public Masses in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

This went into effect at 12:00 PM on Wednesday, March 18th until further notice.

Last week, the Archbishop dispensed the faithful from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. Both decisions 
were made in response to the growing concern over the spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) and the 

directives provided by government and health department officials at the local, state, and national levels. 
These measures will be re-evaluated pending future developments.

Archbishop Pérez said, “As the Archbishop of Philadelphia, my first priority is to ensure the health 
and welfare of those entrusted to the pastoral and temporal care of our Church. 

So, in light of the developing Coronavirus pandemic, a decision has been made to suspend
the public celebration of all Masses in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia for the time being.

All of us need to do our part to slow the spread of this illness. Like you, we are monitoring coronavirus 
developments and look forward to continuing our lives on a more normal basis. While things may look and 
feel different during these uncertain times, I want to be very clear that the Catholic Church in Philadelphia 
is not closing down. It is not disappearing and it will not abandon you. Time and again as our history has 

proven the Church has risen to meet great challenges and provide a beacon of hope and light.

As your Shepherd, I promise that the Church remains steadfast and is prepared to walk with you and serve 
you. Neither the Church nor its charitable works will stop. God is always by our side. He never abandons us. I 
invite you to join me in prayerful solidarity for the intentions of the sick, suffering, and their caregivers as well 

as government and health officials. With God’s grace and blessing, we will navigate the difficult waters of 
this challenge as a united human family, for after all is said and done, we are people of Hope!”

Though public Masses are suspended in all churches in the Archdiocese, the right and need of the faithful 
to hear the Word of God and celebrate the Sacraments is not put aside. 

Pastors, along with all those who work with them, will be as attentive as possible to all the spiritual, pastoral, 
and charitable needs of the people they serve. Priests will continue to offer the sacrifice of the Holy Mass 

during this period and to honor all requested Mass intentions.

Churches can remain open as a location for private prayer at the discretion of the pastor. 
Baptisms, Confessions, Marriages, and Funerals will take place as usual but with due regard 

for the limitation of participants and reasonable social distancing.

In conjunction with directives already in force in hospitals and institutions, all visits to the sick with 
Holy Communion, including in private homes, by priests, deacons, and extraordinary ministers of Holy 

Communion are suspended. In such instances, only priests will be available to celebrate the Sacraments for 
those in immediate danger of death. In all circumstances, government and health agency directives 

for group size and social distancing are to be observed as the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
strives to meet the pastoral and temporal needs of all those in need.

On Sunday, March 15th, the Archdiocese featured a live streaming broadcast of the 11:00 AM Mass on its 
website and Archbishop Pérez’s Facebook page for the benefit of those wishing to participate in the liturgy 

remotely. This broadcast will continue each Sunday on an ongoing basis.

Additional information regarding opportunities for prayer and 
devotions are available on the Archdiocesan website. 

Editor’s Note: For comprehensive information about the pastoral and temporal response of the Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, please visit http://archphila.org/covid19/.
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PARISH OFFICE

610-566-8821 
stmarymagdalen.net

Mon. to Thurs. 8 AM to 4 PM  
Friday 8 AM to 12 PM

a
 Mrs. Susan Edmundowicz

Business Manager
sedmundowicz@stmarymagdalen.net

Office extension 126

Ms. Gina Guarnere-Anthony
Financial Assistant

ganthony@stmarymagdalen.net
Office extension 111

Mrs. Jean Scott
Office Administrator

jscott@stmarymagdalen.net
Office extension 107

Mrs. Anita Morro, R.N.
Healing Ministry

amorro@stmarymagdalen.net
Office extension 121

Mr. Ralph Purri
Musical Director

rpurri@stmarymagdalen.net
Office extension 128

Mrs. Kerry Boyle
Communication Director

bulletins@stmarymagdalen.net

See additional SMM ministries, 
organizations & services on page 9 

View full event calendar online: 
stmarymagdalen.net  

MSGR. RALPH ON THE 
RADIO • THURSDAYS

800 AM Radio • 5 to 6 PM
Listen & call in with your 

questions to 610-527-2906!

Speaking Truth to Power
Gospel: John 9:1-41

“You were born totally in sin, and are you trying 
to teach us?”

I was once the young person trying to argue my version of the truth 
with my parents.  And I have been the only woman in a 
roomful of men attempting to get fresh ideas a hearing.  

I endured as the lone layperson in a meeting of wall-to-wall priests. 
 I have been a modest wage-earner at cocktail parties intended for 

masters of the universe.  In situations like these, we often learn more 
about how to do it wrong than how to get it right.  The man born blind 

is plunged into unfamiliar theological debate with Pharisees who 
argue such matters all day long professionally.  Yet he holds his own 
against the stinging rebukes of his betters, who view him marked by 

God as morally twisted just for being born with a disability.  Most of us 
would take his infirmity over that of the Pharisees so blinded by their 

prejudice that they don’t know a miracle when they see one.

When have you been blinded by emotions or convictions 
so that you couldn’t see around them to a greater truth?



WE WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES
New family to our parish?  We welcome our new parishioners:  

Brian and Jeanette Cucura & family, Daniel and Jessica Malatesta 
& family, Joseph Marley and Charlene Affatato & family, 

Michael, Jr. and Suzanne Murphy & family   
 Please see an usher, or simply stop in or call our parish office. 

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of 

Daniel McElwee, Rev. John J. Farry, Rev. John J. Shelley, Deacon 
Peter Calabrese and all the families of war 

that have lost a loved one, and the 4,000+ daily abortions 
and those in our community who have died.

A TIME TO HEAL
Please pray for our sick. 

Marie Berenato, Chris Bogdash, Lucy Brooks, Patricia Brown, 
Mary Rose Benedetti, Joe and Kathleen Cahill, Giana Campbell, 

Anthony Carbo, Christine Cavaliere, Florence Clark, Margaret Clark, 
Jacob DelPrato, Charlie Deegan, Mary Lou Dittmar, Robin D’Orazio, 

Theresa D’Orazio, Flora Dunn, Dalila Fay, Abigail Foster, 
Sharon Feist, Michael Fiorda, Kay Fichter, Peg Greco, Kay Greenblatt, 

Blair Henry, Eileen Hiefer, Jim Huff, Elliot and Henry Johnson, 
Steve Jordan,Tom King, Dennis Kinslow, Caren Pappano Ladd, 
Coleen Lynch, Betty MacIntyre, Joe Maltby, Joe Malloy, Kinny 

McQuade, Thomas Melvin, Jr., Joe Mesko, Andrea Orsini, 
Ann Pagliei, Harry Reid, Robin Ross, Peter Salemo, John Sanders, 

Jackie Simms, Kerry Davisson Sinnis, Katherine Smith, Susan Sowa, 
Jane Spencer, Liam James Sweeney, Ryan Swingle, 

Eleanor Tiongson, Linda Tofani, Joann Trolio, Maria Twining, 
Joanne Vinci, Maureen Walsh, Henry Wisen, and Roseann Yannacone.

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to our newly baptized! For baptismal information, call ext.107.

Danica Anne Fritsch
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Mass Intentions 

SATURDAY, MARCH 21

8:30 AM – Isabelle Erbe O’Neill

4:30 PM – Anne Chillemi 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22

7:30 AM – Anne Chillemi

9:30 AM – Miriam Thomas

11:30 AM – Shane Melly

5:30 PM – Elaine Russell

MONDAY, MARCH 23

6:30 AM – Chuck Matthews

8:30 AM – Ints. of Len Wroblewski 

& family

TUESDAY, MARCH 24

6:30 AM – Mary Margaret Sheehan

8:30 AM – Andrea Westby

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25

6:30 AM – Lucille Francesco

8:30 AM – Philip Franco III

THURSDAY, MARCH 26

6:30 AM – Ints. of Monica Grzeczkowski

8:30 AM – Robert Carnevale

FRIDAY, MARCH 27

6:30 AM – Frank Byrne

8:30 AM – Ints. of Joseph McCabe 

SATURDAY, MARCH 28

8:30 AM – Missy Fellman Reineck 

4:30 PM – Jerry Gentile

SUNDAY, MARCH 29

7:30 AM – Vivian Leonard

9:30 AM – Jennifer Vinci

11:30 AM – Anthony Antonello

5:30 PM – Rita Orfanelli 

 FLOWERS
In memory of people of the parish

BREAD & WINE

In memory of Missy Fellman Reineck 

CANDLE
In memory of Missy Fellman Reineck 
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NEW! SMM MASSES ONLINE 
As we respond to the fluid changes happening in 

our our world and community, please continue to do 
your best to protect yourself and others by following 

the medical directives outlined by the CDC and 
local and state authorities.  Please note, during our 

Masses there will be no public attendance.
However, please join us for Mass Online from your 

home by going on our website at
 stmarymagdalen.net and watch the Mass on your 

computer or smart phone through our 
Live Stream services. Simply, click on the link(s) 
to start the stream. When finished, please close 
the window to end your session’s connection.

NEW! CHURCH & CHAPEL HOURS
FOR PERSONAL PRAYER 

On Saturday the church will be open 
from 8 AM to 6 PM for personal prayer.

At this time, we cannot offer Holy Communion.  

Our chapel is open for personal prayer 
from 6 AM to 9 PM Mondays through Friday.  

Please continue to follow the important 
recommended safety guidelines 

Confessions are still available 
from 9 to 10 AM on Saturdays. 

Tuesday’s Rosary will be available 
on Live Stream at 7:15 PM. 

Friday’s Stations of the Cross 
will be available on Live Stream at 7 PM.

All events held on our Parish and School Campus
are currently on hold until further notice. 
In the interim, you can always contact us 

by email ing Gina at ganthony@stmarymagdalen.net 
or call the main office and we will get back to you. 
Stay well and God Bless you and your loved ones.

 NEW! STAYING CONNECTED
Please know that we are working on additional ways 

to connect our community—online, by email, and 
Facebook. Please visit the website’s home page for 

updates as we navigate this time—together. 
An ammended version of our Bulletins 

will continue to be available online.
Please continue to pray for our parish family 
all those who are suffering, ill, and deceased. 

During this time if you would like to send a family 
‘selfie’ to Fr. Izzo at frizzo@stmaryagdalen.net.

He will place your photo in a pew for our 
virtual attendance.

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL NEWS
This month, your donations left in the metal box in 
the Narthex allowed us to help a homeless woman 
move from the hotel (SVDP was providing) into a 
rented room that she can afford.  We cleaned and 
painted the entire living space and used donated 

furniture and bedding to create a clean, bright and 
safe place to live.  She is most grateful for your 

prayers and support, and we thank you for giving us 
the means to help her!  If you know someone with 

an emergency need, call Paul at 610-529-1672.

 NEW! A PRAYER FOR 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
I wish my Lord to receive you,

with the purity, humility and devotion
with which your most Holy Mother received you,

with the spirit and fervor of the saints. Amen.

  

STEWARDSHIP & TITHING
February 2019:  $94,069
February 2018:  $99,354

2020 Annual School Fund: $12,290
Gala Sponsorships: $109,430
We thank you for your generosity!

H.O.P.E. MINISTRY
We bring meals to any parishioners 

experiencing difficult times. Contact:

Daniela DiCandilo 
610-356-3624 

Danielad1@verizon.net



Worship
Adult Choir Ralph Purri  610-566-8821 rpurri@stmarymagdalen.net
Altar Servers Fr. Brian Izzo  610-566-8821 frizzo@stmarymagdalen.net
Altar Society Monica Grzeczkowski 610-891-9483 monicajmj@gmail.com
Extraordinary Ministers Joanne Hinkle  610-892-3998 johinkle@verizon.net
Greeters Ginny McHugh  610-361-5141 jmchugh123@verizon.net
Flame of Love Regina Dougherty 610-565-0694 reginadoc@comcast.net
Guitar Group Bernadette Ciavardini 610-353-1375 bernsing@yahoo.com  
Legion of Mary James Fawcett  610-565-5986 jamesfawcett400@verizon.net 
Lectors & Sacristans Joe Boyle, Jr.  610-565-3417 j2boyle@gmail.com 
Perpetual Adoration Shelly Zeller  610-353-7739 shellsing2@aol.com 
Youth Choir Denise Rose  610-566-8821 drose@stmarymagdalen.net
Ushers Carmen DiMichele 610-742-4696 cdimichele1@gmail.com

Faith Formation
Baptismal Prep Deacon Peter Zurbach   pzurbach@sju.edu
Centering Prayer Fran Poole  610-565-4090 fmpoole1@verizon.net
Children’s Liturgy Courtney Saleski  202-306-6098 courtney.saleski@dlapiper.com
Little Church School Anne Fenerty  610-565-6228 afenerty@verizon.net
Malvern Retreat James Colombo, MD 610-891-0731 colombo.jaca@yahoo.com
Marriage Encounter Dennis & Lorraine Kinslow 610-742-7693 lkinslow@marykay.com
Marriage Prep Phila. Marriage Prep 610-873-2017 info@phillycatholicmarriageprep.com
Moms in Prayer Nicky Verna  610-639-3816 nicky@verna.com
Men’s Bible Study Len Wroblewski  610-353-3647 lenwrob@verizon.net
Neo Catechumenal John Brokars  610-696-5969 johnbrokars@yahoo.com
PREP Dorothy Brown  610-566-8821 dbrown@stmarymagdalen.net
School Denise Winterberger        610-565-1822  principal@stmarymagdalen.net
That Man Is You John Gill   610-566-5053 johngill@comcast.net

Healing, Ministry & Stewardship
Bethesda Joanne Hinkle  610-892-3998 johinkle@verizon.net
Bereavement John Donohue  610-359-9394 jadd9394@aol.com
Charity Board Joshua Ortego  610-635-8407 abcjosh@yahoo.com
Church Care Monica Grzeczkowski 610-891-9483 monicajmj@gmail.com
CYO Adam Saleski    CYO@stmarymagdalen.net
Food Collection Susan Fromhold  610-356-3626 sfromholddcihn1@verizon.net
Funeral Planner Ralph Purri  610-566-8821 rpurri@stmarymagdalen.net
Healing Ministry Anita Morro, RN  610-566-8821 amorro@stmarymagdalen.net
Hope Ministry Kelly Hassey  610-353-1750 kellyhassey@msn.com
St. Vincent de Paul Paul Feuerstein  610-529-1672 paulfeuerstein@comcast.net
Sunrise Rosary Ministry Jeanne Barker   610-999-9081  tjeannebarker@comcast.net

Services, Boards & Organizations 
AA Meeting Thursdays, 7PM    Rectory Basement
Finance Committee Bill O’Shea  267-255-4281 billoshea617@gmail
Home & School Association Danielle Bastian    homeandschool@stmarymagdalen.net
Knights of Columbus James Ward     484-832-4230 jamesward@allstate.com
Pastoral Council Joe Bodalski  484-432-0016 jb623623@yahoo.com
Religious Endowment Joseph Raspa  610-566-9566 lizraz@comcast.net
Respect Life John Duffin  610-565-5032 jduff1973@comcast.net
School Board Mark Victoria    smmboard@stmarymagdalen.net
Social (Seniors) Club Paul Berenato  610-325-8810   pberenato35@outlook.com
Website & Bulletin Kerry Boyle  610-566-8821 bulletins@stmarymagdalen.net
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