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ST. MARY MAGDALEN APPEAL 
Building a family of faith in Jesus Christ — through Catholic Worship, Education & Charity

Are You Bringing Your Loved 
Ones to Heaven?

In the Gospel of Matthew (19:13-15) children were brought 
to Jesus that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The 
disciples rebuked them, but Jesus said, “Let the children 
come to me, and do not prevent them; for the Kingdom 
of heaven belongs to such as these.” Jesus blessed them 
because we are all God’s precious children in need of 
salvation.  Do you believe that the Sacrament of Baptism 
welcomes us into the family of faith and we become 
precious children of God?  We are chosen, holy and 
redeemed because Jesus paid the price for our sins and 
restored our friendship with God.  Yes, we are saved, but 
we have the responsibility of loving God and others the way 
Jesus sacrificed his life for us.  This demands disciplining 
our thoughts, words, and deeds according the to the 
commandments and Be-Attitudes of Jesus.  

Being a parent, priest and teacher is a lofty vocation. To be entrusted with the integral formation and eternal 
salvation of another human being is a task that is enough to make one dissolve into fear and trembling.  
Above all, parents must show the good spiritual instincts modeled by the people in the Gospel and bring 
their children to Jesus.  They need to teach them to pray, to go to Mass, and above all to learn that Jesus truly 
is their best friend with whom they can share everything.  What a gift to give to your children!  Do not 
prevent them from knowing Jesus.  There are many ways to hinder a child’s path to Christ, our bad example 
is one of the main ones. Children pick up on the incoherence between our admonitions and our actual 
behavior. It’s particularly unnerving when a parent begins to see his own defects mirrored in his children.  
That can serve as a warning call that we need to be living the Christian life with more authenticity.  
Our example needs to be a catalyst towards the good.  
The Kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.  A good Catholic parent has only one true aspiration for 
their kids—that they get to heaven!  This is worth all the prayers, sacrifices, and late nights. Precisely because 
the Kingdom is where they belong!  Parents should have immense confidence that the Lord will send them 
the graces they need to persevere and carry out their mission effectively.  Christ is the parent’s biggest 
cheerleader! He wants nothing more than that happy reunion in heaven, where the parent will hear those 
wonderful words from his child, “Thanks for helping me to get here.” Then, their conversation with Christ 
will be: “Lord Jesus, thank you for my parents, and all they did to help me to grow in faith. I am sorry for 
the times I judged them harshly. Grant them your abundant blessings.  Each day, I promise to say a special 
prayer for my parents either living or deceased and remember their great love for me.” 
Be assured that our priests, deacons, teachers, and lay ministers pray for you.  We invite you to participate 
in our many adult scripture and catechetical programs to help you know, love, and serve the Lord and to 
pass on the gift of Jesus to your loved ones.  The Lord’s peace to you and your loved ones.                  

                     Jesus Loves You and So Do I— Father Ralph



‘My life flows on in endless song above earth’s 
lamentation. I hear the real though far-off hymn 
that hails a new creation.’

This hymn has always been a favorite of mine, but 
over the past nine months it has become even more 
meaningful. Growing up, our family was active in 
St. Mary Magdalen Parish. When I was eight years 
old I started regularly singing at Mass with my Dad, 
a seasoned SMM cantor, and thus began my journey 
of ministry through music. This simple beginning 
opened my heart to the joy of “praying twice” as 
St. Augustine is quoted as saying. I continued serving 
in music ministry at home and during my collegiate 
career at Catholic University, where music and God’s 
grace led me to meet my husband of seven years, 
Patrick.  Upon learning we were expecting our third 
child, Anna Grace, we had the opportunity to live 
and work in the Philadelphia area, and we returned 
home to raise our growing family here in Media 
just days after her birth.  We knew moving from 
Washington, DC would be challenging, particularly 
for our older two children, but the promise of 
reconnecting with family, friends and the SMM 
community gave us a great sense of peace.  We 
enrolled our daughter, Charlotte, in Pre-K4 at SMM 
and jumped into life in Media.  Patrick and I were 
blessed to meet amazing parents and friends at 
SMM, who offered their support and solidarity 
through this sometimes daunting transition.

‘Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that 
music ringing; It sounds and echoes in my soul; 
How can I keep from singing?’

During these first few months many questions raced 
through my mind.  Had this been the right move?  
What is the Lord calling me to do and to be?  
Seeking answers to these questions rekindled my 
faith through prayer, the Eucharist, and ultimately—
through music.  And so during Lent I returned to 
serve SMM as a cantor, where my connection to God 
through singing began.  It was this Lenten journey 
that opened me to recommitting myself to attend-
ing daily Mass. With my oldest daughter in school, 
I brought my 3-year-old, Patrick, and our new baby, 
Anna, each day.  Patrick James had many questions: 
Why do I need to be quiet?  Where is Jesus?  Why 
can’t I get a “blessing” [translate: Holy Communion] 
in my hand? But through the days and weeks of 
attending Mass together at St. Mary Magdalen, 
I saw his love for our Lord grow.  Watching these 
interactions reminded me that our Lord calls each of 
us to be childlike— and to be open to His grace 
and to His will. 

‘The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a 
fountain ever springing. All things are mine since I 
am his; How can I keep from singing?’

This summer as our family prepares to send 
Charlotte and Patrick to school, I am at peace—We 
are exactly where God has called our family to be.  
St. Mary Magdalen Parish has anchored this journey.  
I am grateful for the opportunity for our kids to 
receive an education rooted in Christ.  I am grateful 
for SMM parish’s community and their supportive 
fellowship as well as the many ways to encounter 
Jesus through the ministries available here.  I am 
grateful for the gift of music, with which I have been 
entrusted, that enables me to offer praise and hope-
fully draw others closer to God in prayerful worship. 
But most of all, I am grateful for the gifts of family 
and faith.  These gifts have given me the strength to 
persevere in prayer, and the joy to share God’s love 
through example...and through song.  

‘No storm can shake my inmost calm, while to that 
rock I’m clinging. Since love is Lord of heaven and 
earth, how can I keep from singing?’ c

How Can I Keep From Singing?
by Stephanie Piraino Davey—Parishioner, Cantor, and Parent
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PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION CHAPEL
Shelly Zeller & Monica Grzeczkowski

Come and adore Jesus, who offers us 
the Body and Blood of eternal life! Our 
peaceful chapel is open 24 hours for 
Eucharistic adoration. Only Christians 
believe that God is always with us. 
As we enter a new season, please 
consider spending an hour with Jesus. 

Monica at 610-891-9483

WALKING WITH PURPOSE
Connie Williamson, Coordinator

Join us on Tuesday evenings at 7:30 PM 
or on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 AM, 
beginning on October 1 for Walking with 
Purpose.  Our group sessions are a time for 
women to get together and see how faith 
is current and relevant to their day-to-day 
lives. There is always a seat available for 
women with all levels of wisdom and life 
experiences to join us anytime.

Connie at caw1218@gmail.com

THAT MAN IS YOU
John Gill, Event Coordinator
A Catholic scripture based program that 
looks at the leadership role entrusted to 
men and addresses the challenges men 
face in today’s culture.  Join us to become 
the best version of yourself for you and 
your family.  Sessions include a video 
presentation and discussions. No 
advanced preparation needed each 
week, and weekly attendance is not 
required. It is easy to join us anytime. 
Last year, we averaged 50 men each week! 
Our Thursday meetings are held in the 
St. Francis Room. Doors open at 6 AM and 
we begin at 6:20 AM—be out the door by 
7:30 AM. Starts on September 19.

John at johngill@comcast.net

FAITH FORMATION & PREP
Dorothy Brown, CRE

Faith forms family & family forms faith
Formation in faith is a life-long process 
for all the members of the family—adults 
and children. There is no time in one’s life 
when formation ends. Our faith begins 
in the home church.  Parents are their 
children’s first catechists.  We honor and 
support parents through the religious 
education programs offered at the parish. 
Our goal is to help each child develop a 
close, personal relationship with Jesus. 

The traditional parish religious education 
classes (PREP) are held on Wednesday 
afternoons during the school year for 
grades 1—5 and on the first and third 
Sundays after the 9:30 AM Mass for 
grades 6 and 7. After snack, students  
participate in prayers as a group, and 
are instructed in our Catholic faith by 
dedicated catechists within grade levels. 

The Family Catechesis program meets 
one Sunday per month after our 9:30 AM 
Mass. After a snack, the children go with 
their catechists to the classrooms.  Parents 
are guided through the unit introduction 
and review and suggestions for lesson 
plans  to use at home and the rest of the 
month’s lessons. Sharing ideas and
 traditions also takes place prior to the 
noon dismissal.

Our religious education classes currently 
have 165 students enrolled. If you have 
not registered your child for religious 
education classes, but would like to do so 
please visit the parish website or call the 
Religious Education office for assistance. 

Dorothy at dbrown@stmarymagdalen.net 
or Jennifter at jennifer@stmarymagdalen.
net or call our parish office, ext. 109.

HEALING MINISTRY
Anita Morro, RN, Healing Coordinator
Since 2007, our Healing Ministry has been 
nurturing the homebound, sick and aging 
members of our parish. Volunteers are 
trained to bring Eucharist, prayer, and 
support weekly into our homes & nursing 
communities. If you would like to join the 
team of visiting angels, we need you.  If 
you have a loved one in need of Eucharist, 
a friendly visit from our parishioners or 
assistance with elder care transition, 
please contact our office or Anita.

Anita at amorro@stmarymagdalen.net

DAD’S GROUP
Len Wroblewski, Event Coordinator

Looking for Dad’s with children of all ages!  
Fathers who are looking for the support of 
fraternity with other men and want to grow 
in their faith and fatherhood are welcome!  
Meeting are held Mondays in the St. Francis 
Room from 7:30 to 8:30 PM.  Join us!

Len at Lenwrob@verizon.net

Rev. Msgr. Ralph J. Chieffo
frralph@stmarymagdalen.net 

Office extension: 110
Rev. Brian A. Izzo

frizzo@stmarymagdalen.net
Office extension: 123

School 610-565-1822
stmarymagdalenschool.net

office@stmarymagdalen.net

Ms. Denise Winterberger
principal@stmarymagdalen.net

Parish 610-566-8821 
stmarymagdalen.net

Ministry News
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The new school year began with more exciting news!
Our school was just named an 2019 Archdiocesan 
School of Distinction. We were honored on the 
thirteenth of September by Bishop Fitzgerald and 
the Office of Catholic Education. 

Last year, was also full of great occasions for celebra-
tion with the reception of the National Blue Ribbon 
School Award as an Exemplary High Performing 
School, the state’s Keystone Award for Excellence, and 
the induction of Mrs. Linda Protesto, our first grade 
teacher, into the Delco Catholic Foundation Hall of 
Fame for her commitment to Catholic Education. 

Our students continue to excel in their academic 
achievements.  Seventeen of the thirty students from 
the Class of 2019 received scholarships to private 
Catholic and Archdiocesan high schools adding 
up to over $600,000.  Additionally, the Class of 2020 
has seventeen students who qualified to take the 
Neumann Scholarship exam this December.

We are delighted to announce that we have 
increased our enrollment for the current school 
year by twenty-eight students!  This is an opportunity 
to serve and educate more children in our Catholic 
school.  To accommodate the growth of our school, 
we added additional Pre-K3 and Kindergarten 
classrooms.  In preparation for PA licensure for our 
Preschool, many renovations took place over the 
summer.  On September 4, we opened our doors 
and welcomed 378 students.

Along with the enrollment growth, we added new 
teachers and staff.  We welcomed Mrs. Mary Beth 
Boyle to a new role teaching a Pre-K3 classroom, 
and Mrs. Vanessa Spurio to our third Kindergarten 
class.  Returning is Mrs. Stephanie Quirk-Gurley 
to teach third grade.  Mrs. Quirk-Gurley began her 
career at SMM as a second grade teacher from 
1994 through 1999.  We also welcomed: Mrs. Dale 
Phillips to our first grade, Ms. Kimberly Hope to 
our second grade, Mrs. Jennifer Dixon to our third 
grade, and Ms. Kathleen Logan as the Science 
Teacher in our Jr. High program.  Due to increases 
to our Pre-K program, additional assistants were 
added: Mrs. Danielle Bastian, Mrs. Michelle Hanway, 
Mrs. Rina Kenney, and Mrs. Erika McLaughlin.

A Spiritual Life and Stewardship Committee led 
by Bob Szipszky was added to our School Board to 
further our mission as Academically Excellent and 
Passionately Catholic. They will work closely with the 
parish and school to promote and foster our calling 
to serve the community and beyond through stew-
ardship activities and projects.  

This school year, we will introduce our children to 
a new Sadlier Math Program, with a concentration 
in problem solving and application of mathematics 
to real life situations.  Our technology continues to 
be upgraded with the addition of two interactive TV 
panels in our library and computer lab.  Our Pre-K 
students will have the opportunity to develop their 
readiness through the Letter People curriculum. We 
will continue to offer Enrichment Classes after school 
to our students that will peak their interest in areas 
beyond athletics and academics.  Past courses includ-
ed: public speaking, dance and movement, writing, 
specialized art classes, STREAM and robotics. c                  

Principal Perspectives
by Denise Winterberger
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The Spiritual Life Committee (SLC) was recently 
formed, by the School Board, to deepen and 
further develop our strong community of faith. 
SLC’s mission is to enhance, promote, and grow the 
spiritual lives of the students and families in our 
school through practice, stewardship, and service.

SLC School Board members (Jude Pazulski, Dr. Jerry 
Francesco, Bob Szipszky and Father Izzo) will work in 
partnership with our school and parish community, 
with support from our school’s Principal Denise 
Winterberger, Stewardship Coordinator Jess Henry, 
and the H&S Association President, Danielle Bastian.

On August 21, Denise and Bob welcomed our new 
school families during a wine and cheese event. 
Bob shared a stewardship summary on how our 
vibrant parish is living our faith and invited our newest 
families to prayfully reflect on how their gifts might 
be shared within and around our community 
throughout the coming years.

Together, we can make an impact on our children 
through service to others and in sharing because
we care about our local and global community.  
We are commmitted to this mission and we look 
forward to the input of the SMM community.  

Considering sharing your ideas with our Spiritual Life 
Committee at SLC@stmarymagdalen.net c

SMM Beach Day
  Parishioners and friends gathered for our 1st Annual Beach Day at the ICONA in Avalon on August 11th!

We Share Because We Care
  Spotlight on the School Board’s New Spiritual Life Committee
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Welcome back to all of the new and returning 
families, faculty, and staff!  I hope each of you 
had a happy and healthy summer and are as 
excited as I am for the new school year. 

For those I haven’t met, my name is Mark Victoria 
and I have the fortunate opportunity to serve 
you as the incoming President of the Saint Mary 
Magdalen School Board.  For background, my 
family and I have been part of the parish since 1979. 
I actually graduated from SMM in 1989!  My wife,
Ginger, and I have three children currently attending 
SMM: Connor in 8th Grade, Meredith in 7th Grade, 
and Carson in 2nd Grade. So, as you can imagine 
SMM is very much a part of my personal story, as well 
as, a big part of my family’s identity.  Most recently on 
the board, I served as the Vice President and was an 
active member of Development & Chair of the 
Strategic Planning Committee.

This year, the board will continue to focus on 
building a cooperative link between church, school, 
home and community.  Our mission remains to 
support the school and parish in educating our 
students toward moral responsibility, global 
awareness, academic excellence, technological 
understanding, and responsible social participation 
in a nurturing Catholic environment.  If you haven’t 
already had a chance to review our board’s five year 
Strategic Plan (2017-2022), I encourage you to 
review it to better understand the five core 

objectives, supporting strategies and actions to 
accomplish this critical mission. The Stategic Plan is 
currently available on our school’s website.

At this time, I would also like to recognize our most 
recent departing board members: Bill Robinson, 
Michele McAlee, and Bob Morro for their enormous 
contributions to the school, parish, and board.  
In addition, I would like to introduce the following 
new board members: Dr. Jerry Francesco, Tom 
Grzeczkowski, Jude Pazulski, Bob Szipszky, and 
Dr. Sean Wright.  They join myself and the other 
existing board members: Larry Donato, Kelly Doyle, 
Mike Holloway, Markus Mersch, Kevin Minbiole, 
Joe Powell, and John Westby. I am truly looking 
forward to working with this talented group of 
current and past parents and parishioners along 
with Monsignor, Denise and the staff and faculty.

In closing, I would like to also personally challenge 
you to find your own ways to engage and support 
our parish and school community. There is much to 
do and I am confident that together, with God, we 
will continue to create something truly special for 
our children.  Please feel free to reach out to myself 
or the other board members as needed.  We ask for 
your prayers and support as we continue to build a 
blue ribbon environment that is Academically 
Challenging and Passionately Catholic.  
 
   Sincerely,
    Mark Victoria

Welcome to a New School Year
by Mark Victoria, School Board President
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With Our Thanks
2018-19 Annual School Fund & Endowment Fund (Donations received from July 1, 2018  to June 30, 2019)
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Soaring Saints ($5,000 and up)
Daniel Amoroso
Jean & William Cotter
Joseph Damico
Alicia & Michael Ferry
Dr. Jerry Francesco
Anne & Fred Hagendorf
Cecilia & John Hallinan
Patricia & Gary Holloway
John Patrick Publishing Company 
Thomas Karl
Michele & Lawrence McAlee 
Susanne & Eustace Mita
Doreen & Joshua Ortego
Dorothy Rafferty
SMM Religious Endowment Fund 
SMM Home & School Association 
Jean & John Scott
Fred Strittmatter
Carolyn Truscello
Peter Van Pelt
Virginia & Mark Victoria

Pastor’s Partners ($2,500 to $4,999)
Patricia & Pat Buckley
Susan & Dr. Daniel Edmundowicz 
The Hamels Family Foundation 
Ellen & H. Edward Hanway 
Regina & Ryan Holloway
Patricia Miniszak
Catherine & John Quindlen
St. Anthony Padova Society 
JoAnne & Dr. David Thomas

Heavenly Hawks ($1,500 to $2,499)
Kellie & Richard Bondurant 
Colleen & Matthew Hopper 
Kathy & John Kichula 
Colette & Dr. William Murphy 
Mary & William O’Shea 
Kathleen & Robert Pinto

Principal’s Pals ($500 to $1,499)
Deana & James Andrews
Drs. Ruta & Raymond Andries
Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
     Office of Catholic Education 
Christine & Michael Barker
Mary & Mark Belczyk
Phyllis & Robert Bellopede 
Cynthia & Joseph Bodalski 

Principal’s Pals (continued)
Kerry & Joseph Boyle 
Frances & Kevin Boyle 
Bridget & Ryan Bruce 
Kieston & Brendan Byrne 
Mary & Donald Byrne 
Frank Campbell
Ryan & Brian Cassidy 
Bernadette & Vincent Ciavardini 
Lisa & Edward Cikowski 
Elizabeth & Joseph Ciro
Bonita & James Clark
Dr. Margaret Clark
Jean Cochran
Sanka Coyle
Virginia & Caesar Crognale 
Anne & Marc Croquette 
Cornelius Curran
Eileen & Sam Dolente
Regina & Lawrence Donato 
Sue & Ronald Fellman
Maryann & Charles Foster 
Mary & Robert Goldhorn 
Michelle & Patrick Hanway 
Kelly & Joseph Hassey
Susan & Alexander Hodlofski 
Brett & Michael Holloway
Kelly & Patrick Holloway 
Jeannine & Richard Javage 
Kristy & Matthew Jesson 
Kathleen & Thomas Junod 
Dr. Dorota Kaminski
Mary Kelly & Marvin Pixley
Dr. John Kotyo
Colas & Andrew Kronschnabel 
Dale & Christopher Lamoureux 
Meghan & John Leighton
Anne & John Leonard
Jane List
Regina & Thomas Logan 
Jennifer & Steven Lundeen 
Mary Coleen Lynch
Rita & Robert Magliano 
Heather & Kevin McCarthy 
Kelly & Kyle McGrath
Theresa & Edward Merry 
Kathleen Mestichelli
Janice & John Mikurak
Valerie & Harry Moppert
Marian & William Moran
Anita & Robert Morro
Cecelia & Stephen Mostardi 



Principal’s Pals (continued)
Mary Mulholland 
Rosemarie & Philip Mullen 
Joan & Michael Murphy 
Marie & William Murphy 
Ellen Quinn
Courtney & Michael Rabena 
Gail Rowe
SMM Knights of Columbus 
Patricia Sarkees
Maureen & Dr. Thomas Scheuerman 
Donna & +David Shooster
Paula & Dr. Archie Sirianni
Renae & Michael Sirkin
Nicol & Dr. Thomas Verna 
Joanne Vinci
Lisa & Stephen Weathers
Dana & John Westby
Eileen & Ray Wilson
Anna & William Wolfe
Maureen & Leonard Wroblewski 
Elaine Zappacosta

Angel’s Wings ($250 to $499)
Lisa & Domenic Abate
Apple Walnut Café 
Constance & Joseph Ashbach 
B & E Sportswear
Paula & Curtis Bedwell
Marie & Paul Berenato
Anthony Crane
Kara & Thomas Cullen 
Rosamaria & Anthony D’Angelo 
Julie D’Antonio
Jennifer & Stephen Degnan 
Susanne & Joseph DiBianca 
Daniela & Joseph DiCandilo 
Lehang & Hao Dinh
Jacqueline Dooley
Rosemary & William Dougherty 
Bernadette Doyle
Drs. Gia & John Erbicella 
Kathleen & Paul Feuerstein 
Mary & Michael Finnegan 
Eileen Gardella
Sue & Walter Gillen
Lorraine & James Hahn 
Deborah & William Heitz 
Kristen & John Henry
Joan & James Husted
Lynn & Michael Iacobucci
Jennifer & Scott Inglis 
Frances Jackson 
Philip Klauder 
Margaret Libri
Rev. Msgr. Joseph Marino 
Julie & James McCormick 
Betsy & Sean McLarney
Emily & Kevin Minbiole 

Patricia & William Moore 
Kathleen & Robert Napoletano 
Nicholas Quercetti
Michael Quinn
Maureen & Robert Rennie 
Colleen & William Robinson 
Phillis & John Scott
Christine & Joseph Sincavage 
Katie & Stephen Tallon
Janis & Louis Testa
Kathleen & Robert Valtos 
Jaime & Joseph Wood

Additional Gifts  ($100 to $249)
Barbra Adolph
Camille & Anthony Antonello 
Marybeth & David Bean 
Melissa & Patrick Bozeman 
Lori & Jason Bradley
Maryann Bradley
Bridget & Michael Bryce 
Joseph Curns
Angela & Patrick Callan 
Christine & Joseph Cambareri 
Nancy & Ronald Cammarota 
Adlyn Ciampoli
Mari Ann Ciarrocchi
Mary & Eugene Cichanowsky 
Debra & Joseph Conan 
Andrea & Kenneth Connors 
Karen & Edward Corliss
Janet Corr
Donna & Robert Corrato
Jean & Robert Daveler 
Valerie & Michael DeFino 
Nancy & Richard DiFilippo 
Anna DiLeonardo
Theresa & Stephen DiPietro 
Carol Dooney
Bernadette Dougherty 
Carolyn & Gregory Dunn 
Susan & Stuart Ettingoff 
James Fawcett
Anne & Melvin Fenerty 
Christine & Gustave Ferro 
Lynn & Dennis Finelli
Angela & Richard Franchi 
Jane & Martin Fricko
Valarie & Lester Fry
Kathleen & Brian Garwood 
Carolyn & Art Giacomucci 
Veronica & Alexander Grinnan 
Rosemarie & Gerald Halt
Julie & Joseph Hartman
Theresa Haynes
Kirsten & David Hernan
Joanne & Ron Hinkle
Denise & Bruce Holenstein 
Lorraine & Dennis Kinslow 
Jennifer & Luke Kreider

Rita Ann & Scott Lamb
Billie & Gerald Latterner
Barbara & John Lerro
Sandra & Dr. R. Bruce Lutz
Maria & Joseph Malloy
Donna & Vincent Mancini 
Margarita & Anthony Martinelli 
Mary Louise & Richard Masterson 
Constance Minnich
Dorothy & Dr. Guy Nardella 
Lorette & Paul Palmieri 
Tiffany & Joseph Paolino 
Kathleen & Bryan Paterson 
Judith & Claude Pizio 
Deborah & Joseph Powell 
Gail & John Pron
Rose & Joseph Rigolizzo 
Helen Schiazza
Ann & Mary Ann Schriver 
Linda & Jacob Scutzlas 
Patricia & Paul Sottile
Amy & James Sparling 
Pamela & Christopher Stewart 
Janine & Joseph Surrichio 
Patricia & Robert Szipszky 
Stephanie & Joseph Toddy 
Roseann Yannacone 
Catherine & Joseph Zeminski

In Memory Donations
Soaring Saints
      Edwina Amoroso
      Ann Damico
      Lucille Francesco 
      Robert Luongo
      Robert Rafferty, Sr. 
      Hon. Anthony Truscello

Pastor’s Partners
      Berenice Brophy

Additional Gifts
      Mary Kathleen Bonner



As the new school year is under way, we wanted 
to share with you the continued commitment to 
excellence that we strive for as a National Blue 
Ribbon School. Highlighted below are some of 
the improvements and investments that have 
been completed this summer. 

We have completed a reconfiguration of the early 
childhood wing, which included a full renovation of 
the bathrooms.  Additionally, the school has replaced 
thirty-one air conditioning units and fifteen of the  
teachers’ computers.  We have also finished the 
following repairs and capital improvements: 
classroom/hallway flooring and painting, mansard 
roof replacement, installation of a new security 
door (increasing the size and safety of the entrance 
vestibule), installation of secure classroom doors in 
the main school hallway, installation of a wireless 
intercom system, as well as the replacement of the 
cement curb and asphalt in the front of the school 
and complete sealing of the parking lots.  

The aforementioned school improvements totaled 
approximately $569,085 and speak to our overall 
commitment to continued excellence at our school.  

As you well know, the school’s ability to continue 
with upgrades and to fund the gap in operating 
expenses each year, comes from various revenue 
sources including: Home & School contibutions, 
Block collection, Sponsor-a-Student, Endowment 
Fund interest, a significant parish subsidy, and 
from events and development efforts.  The 
development efforts include the Ways to 
Give options (Naming Rights and Corporate 
Foundation Gifts), In Memory Donations, Legacy 

Gifts, the Annual School Fund, and events hosted 
by the Development Committee.  This year, we are 
pleased to announce these upcoming events to 
support the development efforts at school—all while 
promoting family, fun, and community!

Fall 5K and BBQ  •  Friday, October 11, 2019
Get ready for day of family fun! This event features 
a 5k run, a mile fun walk, live music from our house 
band the—The Hawks, food, beverages and other 
festivities for kids of all ages! Run and walk will begin 
and end behind the school. All Proceeds will benefit 
the school and the Henry family. Save-the-date as 
tickets go on sale in mid-September.  We also have 
Sponsorship opportunities available. Event chairs are 
Colleen DiCandeloro, Jessica Fedalen, Mary Ellen 
Hoffman, and Anna Gill.  

3rd Annual March Madness  •  March 1-6, 2020 
Competition and comradery drive this event. 
Parents take to the gym for this fun-filled, week long
basketball tournament. Students add excitement 
as fans, and participant in various half-time games. 
Come out and enjoy the competition and our snack 
bar, which has a featured dinner each night, along 
with drinks, snacks, and candy.  Sponsorships are 
needed!  March Madness event chaired by parents, 
Katie Mitros and Aileen Reiner.

Parish Gala  •  Saturday, March 21, 2020
Start your Engines! This gala will be held at a new 
and exciting venue—The Simeone Auto Museum, 
which has one of the world’s greatest collections 
of racing, sports and classic cars!  The event will 
include: tours of the museum, live music by The 
Insiders, exciting live and silent auction items, and 
much more! Co-chairs Katie Knee and Margarita 
Martinelli, along with our SMM Pit Crew, are 
gearing up for this parish wide gala! 

We look forward to seeing you at all these events. 
A special thanks to all of our chairs and their helpers, 
who have so graciously volunteered their time.  
We thank you in advance for your support our 
SMM school.  It is through your time, hard work, 
compassion, and financial support that allows our 
wonderful school to grow each year, all while 
providing a safe, loving, and caring environment 
for our children to learn and grow!  c

School Improvements & Family Fun Events
by Mike Holloway on behalf of the School Board 
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PARISH BLOCK APPEAL 
Please take time to read the following 
reports and ask the Lord how you can 
worship better, learn more about our faith, 
and increase your generosity as God has 
gifted you.  The Finance Committee and 
I ask those able to contribute $400 to the 
Appeal for our church or religious education 
programs.  If unable, then do your best in 
increasing your weekly offering and please 
pray for us.  (See Enclosed Envelope)

PARISH BOARDS UPDATE 
Jesus loves a cheerful giver.  Our SMM 
Charity Board donated $250,977 during 
the past fiscal year.  God bless all who have 
contributed directly to Charity and know 
that additionally, the 5%, donated from 
Sunday Collections, is used to serve the 
following: Parishioners in need, BVM Darby, 
St. Ignatius School in Philadelphia, Saint 
Vincent de Paul Society, Mother’s Home, 
Interfaith Hospitality, Bethesda, Oasis of 
Peace Orphanage, Little Sisters Holy Family 
Home, Pro-Life Groups, and other programs 
for those in need.

SMM RELIGIOUS ENDOWMENT FUND 
BOARD MEMBERS: Joseph Raspa 
(Chairman), Rev. Msgr. Ralph Chieffo, Paul 
Breen, William O’Shea, Susan Edmundowicz, 
Matthew Hopper; & William Robinson.

We are grateful to all our donors who have 
helped to fund our adult and children reli-
gious education programs in the amount of 
$75,000 this year.  Our gratitude to Joseph 
Raspa and the Board.

FINANCE COMMITTEE: William O’Shea 
(Chairman), Rev. Msgr. Ralph Chieffo, Larry 
Donato, Susan Edmundowicz, Colleen 
Hopper, John Leighton, Phil Mullin, Joseph 
Powell, William Robinson and Mark Victoria.

Thank you Bill O’Shea and the Board for their 
stewardship in raising and managing our 
funds for the benefit of our growing parish.

RCIA: JOURNEY IN FAITH
Deacon Peter Zurbach

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) program provides anyone that is 
considering the Catholic faith time to 
seek out the truths and understand the 
teachings and practices as you journey 
in the faith through the Catholic Church.  
RCIA is the process by which you 
prepare to be received into full
communion with the Catholic Church 
and to grow in faith supported by 
the community of SMM.  RCIA 
begins with a period of inquiry and a 
study, which leads to initiation and 
reception of the sacraments. 

Deacon Peter at pzurbach@sju.edu

MUSIC MINISTRY
Ralph Purri, Musical Director

How is your PQ?  Have you noticed that 
the singing of the assembly at Mass has 
been steadily improving?  It seems more 
people are ‘testing the vocal waters.’ 
The quality of our celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper has greater vitality when 
the participation level rises.  Just as 
the early church kept growing, pray 
that everyone’s Participation Quotient 
continues to grow.  Speaking of numbers, 
we are always looking to add to our 
members to the music ministry.  
Contact me to inquire about joining 
our Adult, Bell, or Children’s Choir, 
Guitar Group or our Cantors.

Ralph at rpurri@stmarymagdalen.net

SOCIAL CLUB
Paul Berenato

Our vibrant Social Club provides group 
interaction for adults in our parish. We 
sponsor trips and programs of interest to 
seniors, but all are welcome. Our Social 
Club holds meetings monthly. See a 
bulletin for our various trips, events, 
and upcoming meeting dates. 

Paul at pberenatosr@acrodisplay.com

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL
Paul Feuerstein

Do you know someone in Crisis?  We 
provide food, shelter, and other assistance 
to our area neighbors who are facing an 
unexpected crisis. We do this through 
the generosity of our parishioners and 
benefactors. We meet with people in the 
dignity of their own homes, where we 
listen to them, pray together and show 
them love and respect. 

Paul at paulfeuerstein@comcast.net

LEGION OF MARY
James Fawcett

Join us in the Gathering Room on any  
Sunday at 11 AM to register or simply to 
pray with us.  Our members visit the sick, 
welcome new parishioners, the newly 
baptized, visit nursing homes, and 
inactive or homebound parishioners.  
You decide what you can do and we 
train you. You are always welcome! 

James at jamesfawcett@verizon.net

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
SMM Chapter #14982
The St. Mary Magdalen Council was 
formed in March of 2010. The Knights 
of Columbus is an organization of men 
dedicated to service for the Church and 
Society. The Knights have four core 
principals: Charity, Unity, Fraternity and 
Patriotism. Join or visit: smmknights.org

Jim at jamesward@allstate.com

BECOME A LECTOR 
Joe Boyle

Lectors proclaim the Liturgy of the Word 
and the Prayer of the Faithful during Mass. 
Two Lectors are needed for each Mass. 
Lectors play a vital role in the celebration 
of our faith. 

Joe at j2boyle@gmail.com

Ministry & Board News
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%
Pastoral June, 2019 June, 2018 Change

Income
Sunday Collections 1,200,895$     1,304,017$        -8%
Other Collections - Parish 293,231$         310,254$           -5%
Other Income 225,585$         147,881$           53%
Total Pastoral Income 1,719,711$     1,762,152$        -2%

Expense
Diocesan Assessment 201,900$         186,500$           8%
Total Salaries and Benefits 517,547$         468,626$           10%
Administration and Rectory 261,112$         226,569$           15%
Maintenance and Utilities 168,544$         172,641$           -2%
Total Pastoral Expense 1,149,103$     1,054,336$        9%
Net Pastoral Revenue 570,608$         707,817$           -19%

School
Income
Tuition (PreK - 8) 1,470,541$     1,264,391$        16%
Total Socials and Donations 449,898$         680,752$           -34%
Other School Income 135,545$         93,741$             45%
Total School Income 2,055,984$     2,038,884$        1%

Expense
Total Salaries and Benefits 1,852,169$     1,660,452$        12%
Administration and Fundraising 271,252$         350,643$           -23%
Maintenance and Utilities 162,608$         193,318$           -16%
Total School Expense 2,286,029$     2,204,413$        4%
Net Income School/Parish Subsidy (230,046)$       (165,529)$          39%

Archdiocese/Endowment Collections and Capital Expenditures
Income
Archdiocesan Collections 46,836$           57,192$             -18%
Extraordinary Income 217,611$         
Endowment Collections 190,328$         783,934$           -76%
Total Income 454,776$         841,126$           -46%

Expense
Archdiocesan Collections 68,518$           39,884$             72%
Endowment Grants 80,000$           50,000$             60%
Parish Improvements 79,514$           68,192$             17%
School Improvements 281,273$         329,060$           -15%
School Technology 738$                 45,238$             -98%
Total Extraordinary Expense 510,043$         532,375$           -4%
Net Extraordinary Items 55,268$           (308,751)$          -118%

Total Net Operating Revenue 285,295$         851,039$           -66%

St. Mary Magdalen Parish
Income Statement

For the years ended June 30, 2019 and 2018
PARISH IMPROVEMENTS
Susan Edmundowicz, Business Manager
Thank you for our continued generosity.  Our 
parish was able to realize a net profit for the 
fiscal year 2018-19 of $285,295.  In addition 
to the needed upgrades and renovations 
completed at the school, the parish also has 
undertaken repair and enhancement projects 
during the past year. Our new Chapel walkway 
is a beautiful enhancement to the front of the 
church and a space for prayerful reflection. 
We have also added an outdoor Stations of 
the Cross garden behind the parish offices.  
Lastly, we incurred major expenses replacing 
the rectory roof, paving the parking lot, and 
needed repairs to the fire suppression system.  

TOTAL EXPENSE: $98,733
For school improvements, see page 9.

LEGACY GIFTS & BEQUESTS
We are grateful for your continued generosity 
and support of our parish. We are blessed to 
have several parishioners and family members 
who have added St. Mary Magdalen to their 
wills. In memory gifts help to ensure the 
sustainability of our church and school. 
We would like to express our gratitude to 
the families of Edwina Amoroso, Mary 
Kathleen Bonner, Valeria Csajbok,
Ann Damico, Lucille Francesco, Lee Gardella, 
Robert Rafferty, Sr., Dr. Charles Sanbe,
Geraldine Schettler, Frances Smith and 
Hon. Anthony Truscello.

If you would like consider Ways to Give to 
through Legacy Gifts, Memorial or Named 
Gifts,  EITC, or are have other ideas to help 
support SMM, please contact the Parish 
Office and talk to either Monsignor Chieffo  
(Ext. 110) or Susan Edmundowicz  (Ext. 126).  
We thank you for your support!

EITC OPPORTUNITIES: DO YOU OWN A BUSINESS?
Please consider providing scholarships and financial aid to St. Mary Magdalen 
students through the EITC program. The EITC program allows your business to 
support catholic education.  As a business owner, you have the ability to divert your 
PA state tax dollars to support our school. Money you are obligated to pay in state 
taxes can go directly to provide student financial aid. Your generous EITC gift will 
make a significant impact in the lives of students at St. Mary Magdalen School whose 
families could not afford the cost of a Catholic education. In the program, an estimate 
of your state tax liability is calculated and your company can apply to receive tax 
credits equal to 75% or 90% of the amount per taxable year.  

Thank you to the following business owners who are supporting the EITC program:  
Office Basics, Inc., Clay Hamlin, LLC, PA Partners for Education, LLC, J.P. Mascaro & 
Sons, and Wm. Henderson Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
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Finance & Giving

 Please use the enclosed Parish Appeal 
Envelope for your convenience. 

We thank you for your generous support! 



St. Mary Magdalen Parish
2400 N. Providence Road

Media, PA 19063
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 SMM

Our co-chairs of this parish wide event—Katie Knee and Margarita Martinelli are excited 
to announce that the Parish Gala will be held at a new, unique venue on March 21, 2020!

The Simeone Automotive Museum
One of the world’s greatest collection of racing, sports and classic cars! 

Event options include a tour, dinner, live and silent auctions, open bar, and 
we will enjoy the sounds of the band, The Insiders. Stay tuned for more!

We’re gearing-up for our 2020 Gala!

Start your engines as we get ready to go the distance 
to benefit our school and parish education programs!

Driven by Excellence • Fueled by Faith
Sponsorships and Parish Directory Advertisements are available!

Contact Katie and Margarita at: gala@stmarymagdalen.net


