
OCTOBER 17, 2021 
THE TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ALL ARE WELCOME!  •  2400 N. PROVIDENCE ROAD  •  MEDIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19063

Saint Mary Magdalen Parish

The Mass Overcomes 
The Messes We Make

Our students, parents, and parishioners 
filled our church to capacity at our 
First Friday Mass. However, during our 
weekend Masses, only a few families 
brought their children. During that same 
time, many participated in sports or other 
recreational activities. If we want our 
families and friendships to enjoy divine 
love, peace, and joy, God asks us to love 
Him with all our body, mind, and heart. In 
the Liturgy of the Word, our readings and 
homilies reveal God’s plan for us to become 
saints. We believe that the bread and wine 
become the real presence of Jesus, who 
transforms us into His presence for others 

as we unite our sacrifices with our Risen Christ. The Eucharist empowers us to become who we receive.  

At the beginning of school, each student and faculty member promises to be a disciple of Jesus and 
recites the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.  I invite each of us to join our students by praying at home to 
strengthen your faith and family by living this essential Code of Conduct. As a disciple of Jesus Christ and 
member of Saint Mary Magdalen Parish, which embodies a Spirit of Unity and Renewal, I promise to follow 
the Code of Conduct by being responsible in all I encounter throughout the day and act  with reverence 
and respect towards all. Please consider and pray that you: 

1. Make good choices.  2. Forgive.  3. Are a leader, not a follower. 
4. Set a good example.  5. Tell the truth.  6. Do the right thing even when no one is watching.

When someone asks me, “When did I become a priest?” I always respond, “As soon as I saw you!” True love 
is willing the good of the other. Jesus reveals the Way and the Truth to live, love, and laugh together all the 
way to heaven. Love is a decision we need to make each day to overcome negative feelings. Take time to 
read the ‘Lives of the Saints’ and reflect on the Sunday readings to prepare for active participation in Mass. 
Pray for the grace and guidance of God’s Powerful Spirit (GPS) and look for miracles of gratefulness and 
generosity among your family and friends.

The best way to welcome those not practicing their faith is by witnessing how much God has blessed us. 
Do not be afraid to share how you pray, study, and perform acts of kindness, mercy, and charity with them. 
Take courage and be confident, for you may be the individual God has chosen to be the Heart of Jesus 
and help others discover the Heart of Jesus in themselves.
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MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 

8:30 AM & 4:30 PM Vigil
a 

Sunday

7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 
11:30 AM, and 5:30 PM 

a 
Weekday: Monday thru Friday 

6:30 AM & 8:30 AM

ADORATION, ROSARY & CONFESSION TIMES 
Adoration Chapel Hours

Monday at 7 AM through Friday until Midnight.

Confessions from 9 to 9:30 AM on Saturdays. 
For a private confession time, please call the parish office.

Pro-Life Rosary & Reflection at 7 PM on Mondays in the Church.
Legion of Mary at 9:30 AM on Tuesdays in the Gathering Room.

Rosary at 7:15 PM on Tuesdays in the Chapel.
Flame of Love Devotions on Friday at Noon in the Chapel.

a
PARISH GIVING

Make a donation through our website’s ‘Giving’ page, sign-up for 
our recurring electronic donations through our ‘Parish Giving’ 

program, or send your offertory to our parish office. Thank you!
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NEW! “WE REMEMBER” 
ALL SOULS MASS

NOVEMBER 7 
On Sunday, November 7 at 3 PM, our parish 

community will come together to remember all 
of our members who have returned home to the 
Lord and were buried from St. Mary Magdalen 

Church between October 1, 2020, and September 
30, 2021, in our annual “We Remember” All Souls 

Mass. During our “We Remember” Ceremony, 
held within the Mass,  each loved one’s name is read 
aloud, and a candle is lit in their memory. After Mass, 

each family may take their candle home as a 
special remembrance.  As Covid guidelines are 

frequently changing, please be prepared to wear a 
mask and observe social distancing, if necessary.

THAT MAN IS YOU! 
THURSDAY MORNINGS 

 That Man is You! meets every Thursday morning 
until December 16 (except Thanksgiving). Meetings 

begin at 6:30 AM, and doors will open at 6 AM in the 
St. Francis Room. This fall’s theme is “Thy Kindom 

Come.” We address the pressures and temptations 
that men face in today’s culture, especially those 

relating to their roles as husbands and fathers. Join 
other Catholic men and discover the teachings of 

the Church to develop the vision of man fully alive! 
To sign-up, go to our ‘events’ page on the website 

or contact John Gill at johngill@comcast.net.

DEDICATE A CRUCIFIX 
 Recently, we purchased new crucifixes for each 

of our classrooms. Our students pray for all of the 
parishioners each day at school. If you would like 

to sponsor one of these crucifixes in honor of your 
family, the offering is $100. Please send the your 

gift donation to our parish office, or make a secure 
donation online using our ‘Giving’ tab. 

Please be sure to indicate ‘Classroom Crucifix’ 
in the location field. We are grateful for your support.

PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL 
 St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, 

be our protection against the wickedness and snares 
of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray, 

and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, 
by the power of God, cast into hell Satan 

and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

ANNUAL PARISH APPEAL  
Parishioner should have received our Annual Parish 
Appeal newsletter and reply envelope. It includes 
the fiscal year’s financial report along with news 

and ministry events happening this fall. If you did 
not receive your letter, please get in touch with 

the parish office so we can send one to you. 
We hope you take a few moments to review it. 

In these struggling times, we ask you to pray for all 
those suffering and in hardship. We are very grateful 

for whatever you can do at this time to support 
our good works for the glory of God.

NEW! SCHOOL COAT DRIVE  
NOW THROUGH OCTOBER 31 

Our School’s Stewardship will be collecting new and 
gently used coats during October. Check your closets 
and ask friends and neighbors to aid us by donating 

coats to those in our area who need them! 
Kindly refrain from damaged items. We will collect all 
types of jackets, but warm, heavy ones are preferred. 
Together, we can make a difference! Place coats for 

City Team in the designated ‘coat box’ in 
Narthex or outside the school gym.

PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY AT SMM  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16 • NOON 

Come to America’ Needs Fatima Public Rosary Rally 
on Saturday, October 16 at Noon at SMM in the 

front of the church. We need Our Lady of Fatima’s 
help to end the coronavirus, racial injustice and to 
heal our nation. Questions? Email Jackie Dooley 

at jackiedooley44@gmail.com.

TODAY’S READINGS BEGIN ON PAGE 734
IN THE CHORAL PRAISE HYMNAL
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Grieving in the Light 
of  Hope and Healing
Wednesday, November 3 at 6:30 PM

Dr. Theresa Burke
Founder, Rachel’s Vineyard

Msgr. Mike Mannion
Spiritual Director, 

Discovery Ministries

Mark Forrest
Irish Tenor

With our pastor, Msgr. Ralph Chieffo, we welcome presenters—
Dr. Theresa Burke, Rachel’s Vineyard Founder, 

Msgr. Mike Mannion, Spiritual Director of Discovery Ministries, 
and Mark Forrest, International Irish Tenor.

Join us for a sacred evening of remembrance, reflection, and 
prayer, as we commit to take steps toward more profound healing.

 
We will explore the work of grieving and reconciliation. 
With it comes the sweet assurance of healing and our 

eternal destiny through the eyes of faith and hope. 

A Healing Service will follow the presentations.

The evening will begin at 6:30 PM with 
fellowship and hors d’oeuvres. All are welcome!

We can be changed forever 
by the grief and bewilderment 

we experience following 
a death, whether of a 

loved one, a baby unborn, 
or the end of a marriage. 

For more information visit our parish website 
or visit livingscriptureinstitute.org.
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NEW! PREP NEWS
Please view the video lesson for Unit 1 if you have not done so; 

catechists included helpful hints in their videos for the subsequent 
lessons 2, 3, 4, (and 5) that the children will study at home with their 
parents and families. Email any questions about the material to the 
catechist for each level or to Mrs. Dorothy Brown. If you have not 

picked up your child’s textbook and folder yet, please do so 
as soon as possible. Textbooks/folders are available 

for pick up in the Parish Office during business hours.
For more information or enrollment status updates please contact 

Mrs. Dorothy Brown, DRE, at dbrown@stmarymagdalen.net.

SMM ALUMNI NEWS 
Our school has over 1,700 alumni. Our graduates have gone on to 
make a difference in our world. We are especially grateful to all our 
alumni parents for selecting our beloved school for their children’s 

formation and education. Many of our graduates, have chosen 
SMM School for their own children. We are  working to expand our 

alumni communications. SMM alumni are invited to update their 
information online at stmarymagdalen.net/alumni 

SMM OASIS OF PEACE SPONSORS
At St. Mary Magdalen Oasis of Peace Children’s Home, Alex, age 

14, couldn’t wait to open his gift from his sponsors. He felt so special 
knowing they went shopping specifically for him and received 

his package from the US. Brittany’s Hope is happy to coordinate 
gifts for the kids. We are grateful to our parishioners for your 

support of the home’s at risk children in Kenya. To help, contact our 
partners at Brittany’s Hope at 717-367-9614 or brittanyshope.org.

       
PARISH OFFICE

610-566-8821 
stmarymagdalen.net

We’re Here! Call or email us.

a
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Mr. Ralph Purri
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Mrs. Anita Morro, R.N.
Senior Care Nurse 
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See additional SMM ministries 
and organizations on page 9 

View our ‘Livestream’ Masses, 
recorded events, and calendar 
online: stmarymagdalen.net  

MSGR. RALPH ON THE 
RADIO  •  THURSDAYS

800 AM Radio  •  5-6 PM
Listen & call in with your 

questions to 610-527-2906!

walking with purpose begins this week!
Opening Your Heart: Session designed for women new to WWP to 

meet them exactly where they are on their faith journeys. This twenty-two 
week program is a MUST for both the woman just dipping her toes in the 

faith pool or the seasoned swimmer in need of a faith refresher! 

Reclaiming Friendship: God's Plan for Deep Connection is for all 
women who desire lasting and abiding friendships! In this six-week 

series, let God reshape how you see and experience intentional 
relationships, deal with your past friendship wounds, and become a 

woman capable of the lifelong bond of authentic friendship.

Sessions for either program are in-person. Series begin October 19.
Select Tuesday evenings or Thursday mornings in the St. Francis Room. 

For more information email us at 
smmwwp21@gmail.com or see SMM’s website 
under the ‘ministry’ tab to register.
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THE SUNDAY REFLECTION 

a
Isaiah 33:10-11, 

Psalm 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22, 
Hebrews 4:14-16, 

& Mark 10:35-45 or 10:42-45

Reflection by Deacon Joseph Boyle

“The Son of Man did not come to be served but 
to serve and to give his life for the ransom of many.“ 
The ransom paid was not through money, power, or 
prestige. The ransom was His suffering and death, 

and the ‘many’ is all of us.

   Not what you would expect in a king? 
Not what James and John were expecting or 
hoping for either. In today’s Gospel message, 

James and John, through their blind ambition, did 

not yet recognize that the true servant was in their 
midst as was proclaimed in the first reading from 

Isaiah: “Because of his affliction he shall see
the light in fullness of days; through his suffering, 

my servant shall justify many, and their guilt he shall 
bear.“ James and John made a direct request of 

Jesus: “We want you to do whatever we ask of you.“ 
Jesus gave them a straightforward response.

 Discipleship realized in the fruits of Baptism 
points us to the service of others. After asking for 

prominent positions in our Lord’s kingdom, 
one wonders if the Zebedee brothers did not feel 

a tad shameful. Our Lord had to remind them, 
and for the third time, that He must be handed over, 

suffer greatly, and be put to death. If they 
were to follow our Lord in his glory, they must 

also follow the path of humble servitude. 

Jesus, the model of love, made Himself the least 
and servant of all. The characteristics of power 

and prestige have no place in the role in the office 
of service. As Priest, Prophet, and King, our Lord 
elevated Himself on the cross for the sake and 

service of all humanity. The Son of God, made man, 
humbly chose to suffer and die out of love.

As St. Augustine said: “Humility is the foundation 
of all the other virtues hence, in the soul in which 

this virtue does not exist there cannot be any other 
virtue except in mere appearance.“ If humility is the 

mother of all virtues, then service is its offspring. 

Redirecting our human ambitions is not an easy 
road to take. It can be filled with falls and, at times, 

flat-out failure. Ours is to continue on the path, 
remembering that James and John had to be 

reminded three times that their Teacher had to suffer 
and die. As a final lesson for us, on the way to the 

cross, Jesus fell three times, and three times 
He got back up. Humble service is tough service! 

However, we take comfort in the second reading: 
“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weakness, but one who has 
similarly been tested in every way.“ As we 
approach and accept our Eucharistic Lord 

may we repeat the words of St. Paul for 
enduring strength as we travel on our Savior’s 

road toward humble service: “Let us confidently 
approach the throne of grace to receive mercy 

and to find grace for timely help.“

Enjoy daily reflections on our website.
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A fundraiser party to kickoff Family Promise Week!           

 Help us raise awareness

of  our mission:

To shelter families and

assist them to become

independent and avoid

the harsh cycle of 

 homelessness.
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Tuesday, October 19

5:00 - 7:00 PM 

The Ballroom at Ellis Preserve

3821 West Chester Pike

Newton Square, PA 19073

$75 per person

Appetizers and Open Bar

For tickets contact Val at vbstrategies@gmail.com

or go to www.familypromisedelco.org

H.O.P.E. MEAL MINISTRY
Carolyn Longo

215.400.0373  •  crsayl@gmail.com
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  Mass Intentions 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16

8:30 AM – Domenica 
and Gaetano Truscello 

4:30 PM – Ralph DiGiovanni     

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17

7:30 AM – James Dooley

9:30 AM – Carolyn J. Higgins 

11:30 AM – Patricia Lerro

5:30 PM – Armando Canzanese

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18

6:30 AM – Cathy Kempf

8:30 AM – Suzanne & James Trotter

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19

6:30 AM – Anne DiLullo  

8:30 AM – Barbara Dzwonczyk    

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20

6:30 AM – Mario DeVuono

8:30 AM – Elizabeth McMahon 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21

6:30 AM – Robert Lasher 

8:30 AM – Al Spinelli

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22

6:30 AM – Joseph Lachowicz

8:30 AM – Al Spinelli

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23

8:30 AM – John Balkiewicz 

4:30 PM – Deceased Members 
of the Keane & Hennessy Families    

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24

7:30 AM – Mario Evangelist

9:30 AM – Joseph F. McIlvaine 

11:30 AM – Meghan Hughes

5:30 PM – Bill Schatz    

FLOWERS

In memory of Al Spinelli

BREAD & WINE

In memory of Richard Krall

CANDLE

In memory the victims of Covid

WE WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES
Janet Fern, Steven and Elanor Cocozza & family, 

Donna Scotto D’Antuono, Anthony and Amanda Delia & family, 
Kit and Alexander Rabinovich & family 

New family to our parish? Complete our online form or call the office. 

WELCOMED HOME BY GOD
Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of Richard Krall, 
Elaine Drames (mother of Elana Ruggieri) and those in our community 

who have died, all who died in Afghanistan, the families of war that 
have lost a loved one, and the 4,000+ daily abortions.

A TIME TO HEAL
Please pray for our sick. 

Call our parish office if you or a loved one is ill. 
Joe Cahill, Al Candiotti, Christine Cavaliere, Margaret Conley, 

Anthony Crane, Charlie Deegan, Joseph DeFabio, Ann DeFidelto, 
Debra DiFulvio, John Dohoney, John Dougherty, Theresa D’Orazio, 

Eileen Dwyer, Joseph Flynn, Philip Franco, Bob Gentile, 
Peg Greco, Elizabeth Kelley, Adelini Maffei, Joe Malloy, 

Mary Theresa McDevitt, Dorothy Millener, Johannes Mooyman, 
Marian Moran, Carol Ortner, Linda Romano, Peter Salemo, 

Angelina Scarpa, Brendan Shain, Elizabeth Shay, Susan Sowa,
Melissa Spahr, Eleanor Tiongson, Mark Torregosa, Peter Triponi, 

Joann Trolio, Roseann Yannacone and Ernie Zappacosta.

BAPTISMS
Lily Rae Weigner, Chase Joseph Weigner, Eva Victoria Richards

Congratulations to our newly baptized! For baptismal information, call ext.107

The Society of St. Anthony celebrated an Italian Mass at SMM.



NEW! ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEWS 
This month, we assisted a Sister at Neumann 

University in creating a burial fund for her relative 
with severe dementia. She has no other family to 

offer support, so we, along with several other area 
SVDP conferences, were able to help ensure she 
will have a proper burial when the time comes. 
We thank you for your continued care of others. 

Donations may be left in the metal box
next to the food bin in the Narthex.

Know of someone in need of emergency aid? 
Call Paul Feuerstein at 610-529-1672.

SAVE THE DATE! 
SMM’S GALA 2022 

SATURDAY, APRIL 2
We have a date for our SMM Gala which benefits 

our school and Catholic education initiatives! 
Join us at the Simeone Foundation Automotive 
Museum on Saturday, April 2, 2022. We are very 
grateful to Katie Knee and Margarita Martinelli 
as they have resumed their roles as the event’s 

co-chairs. Stay tuned for more event details this fall.

PRAY THE NOVENA TO SAINT JOSEPH 
The Archdiocese of Philadelphia’s Novena 

to Saint Joseph is available on our website under 
the ‘Mass Online’ page. We hope you pray this 

Novena in the year of St. Joseph to unite 
everyone in our archdiocese on the 19th 

of the month through November.

A LAUGH WITH THE PASTOR

 STRONG AND BEAUTIFUL 
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23 
Join us for the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
Catholic Women’s Conference on Saturday, 
October 23. This year’s conference will be a 

modified version of our customary event due 
to the continuing pandemic. We invite Catholic 

women to attend one two-hour, in-person 
mini-conference at the National Shrine of Our Lady 

of Czestochowa, Doylestown, PA. Select the 
morning or afternoon session and then enjoy four 

video talks at home at your leisure. Our 2021 theme 
is ‘Strong and Beautiful,’ with a morning keynote by 

Lisa Brenninkmeyer, founder of Walking With 
Purpose, from 10 AM to 12 PM or an afternoon 
keynote from Mother Clare Matthias, CFR, from 
2 PM to 4 PM. For full details and registration, 

visit catholicwomensconference.org.

CARDINAL O’HARA CLASS OF 1971
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29  

Cardinal O’Hara High School’s Class of 1971 
will hold its 50th Reunion Celebration on 

Friday, October 29 from 7 to 11 PM. 
The cost is $50 per person and includes a buffet 

and music. There will be a Cash Bar.
To purchase tickets go to: https://www.cohs.com/
apps/pages/50yearreunion, call 484-955-4278, 

or email geemcgarry@gmail.com.

STEWARDSHIP & TITHING
2021 Annual Parish Appeal: $23,720

  

We thank you for your generosity!
2020-21 YOY totals may have been impacted by COVID. 

August 2021   $97,113 

 Collection:  $21,528
 Mail-in:  $40,272
 EFT:  $35,313

August 2020                $99,328 

 Collection:  $15,202

 Mail-in:  $47,472
 EFT:  $36,654
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AA Meetings     267-934-3455 Thursdays at 7 PM in Rectory  Basement
Adult Choir Ralph Purri  610-566-8821 rpurri@stmarymagdalen.net
Altar Servers Fr. Jonathan Rice  610-566-8821 frrice@stmarymagdalen.nt
Altar Society Monica Grzeczkowski 610-891-9483 monicajmj@gmail.com
Baptismal Preparation Deacon Peter    pzurbach@sju.edu
Bethesda Project Joanne Hinkle  610-892-3998 johinkle@verizon.net
Bereavement Ministry John Donohue  610-359-9394 jadd9394@aol.com
Centering Prayer Fran Poole  610-565-4090 fmpoole1@verizon.net
Charity Board Joshua Ortego  610-635-8407 abcjosh@yahoo.com
Children’s Liturgy (CLOW) Courtney Saleski  202-306-6098 courtney.saleski@dlapiper.com
Children’s Choir Denise Rose    drose@stmarymagdalen.net
Church Care Monica Grzeczkowski 610-891-9483 monicajmj@gmail.com
Communion Calls & Annointings Parish Office  610-566-8821 jscott@stmarymagdalen.net
CYO Ministry Adam Saleski    CYO@stmarymagdalen.net
Elder Care Sevices Anita Morro, RN  610-566-8821 amorro@stmarymagdalen.net
Extraordinary Ministers Joanne Hinkle  610-892-3998 johinkle@verizon.net
Greeters Ginny McHugh  610-361-5141 jmchugh123@verizon.net
Finance Committee Bill O’Shea  267-255-4281 billoshea617@gmail
Food Collection Susan Fromhold  610-356-3626 sfromholddcihn1@verizon.net
Flame of Love Regina Dougherty 610-565-0694 reginadoc@comcast.net
Funeral Planner Ralph Purri  610-566-8821 rpurri@stmarymagdalen.net
Guitar Group Bernadette Ciavardini 610-353-1375 bernsing@yahoo.com  
Home & School Association Danielle Bastian    homeandschool@stmarymagdalen.net
H.O.P.E. Ministry Kelly Hassey  610-353-1750 kellyhassey@msn.com
Knights of Columbus Larry Donato    610-322-4397 donatol@comcast.net
Legion of Mary James Fawcett  610-565-5986 jamesfawcett400@verizon.net 
Lectors & Sacristans Deacon Joseph  609-868-9138 deaconjoe@stmarymagdalen net 
Little Church School Anne Fenerty  610-565-6228 afenerty@verizon.net
Malvern Retreat James Colombo, MD 610-891-0731 colombo.jaca@yahoo.com
Marriage Encounter Dennis & Lorraine Kinslow 610-742-7693 lkinslow@marykay.com
Marriage Prep Phila. Marriage Prep 610-873-2017 info@phillycatholicmarriageprep.com
Moms in Prayer Nicky Verna  610-639-3816 nicky@verna.com
Men’s Bible Study Len Wroblewski  610-353-3647 lenwrob@verizon.net
Neocatechumenal Way John Brokars  610-696-5969 johnbrokars@yahoo.com
Pastoral Council Board  Joe Bodalski  484-432-0016 jb623623@yahoo.com
Perpetual Adoration Chapel Shelly Zeller  610-353-7739 shellsing2@aol.com 
PREP Dorothy Brown  610-566-8821 dbrown@stmarymagdalen.net
RCIA Deacon Peter    pzurbach@sju.edu
Religious Endowment Board Joseph Raspa  610-613-0294 lizraz@comcast.net
Respect Life John Duffin  610-565-5032 jduff1973@comcast.net
Youth Choir Denise Rose  610-566-8821 drose@stmarymagdalen.net
Ushers Carmen DiMichele 610-742-4696 cdimichele1@gmail.com
School Denise Winterberger        610-565-1822  principal@stmarymagdalen.net
School Board Larry Donato    smmboard@stmarymagdalen.net
Social (Seniors) Club Paul Berenato  610-325-8810   pberenato35@outlook.com
St. Vincent de Paul Paul Feuerstein  610-529-1672 paulfeuerstein@comcast.net
That Man Is You John Gill   610-566-5053 johngill@comcast.net
Walking With Purpose Dana Westby    smmwwp21@gmail.com
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