
St. Mary Magdalen School 

Dear Friends of Saint Mary Magdalen School, 

Know Jesus! Know Peace! 

What a blessing and joy it is for me to invite you to 
participate in the Saint Mary Magdalen Gala on March 21st, 
for the benefit of our children.  With our faith family and 
friends, we will dance to the music of The Insiders and enjoy 
a new and exciting venue, Simeone Automotive Museum.

In these times of financial and spiritual crisis, I am grateful to 
all of you who have played a very important role in our suc-
cess either by sending your children to our school, teaching, 
volunteering, sharing your talents or donating your resources.  
Your light shines in the minds and hearts of our 370 students, 
who are developing a Christian conscience by practicing 
reverence, respect and taking personal responsibility for their 
words and actions.

As we begin our Annual School Fund Appeal, our school 
community is encouraged by all that you are doing to 
promote our faith, hope and love of Catholic education 
and traditions.  This gala year, all of your personal donations, 
auction items, raffle proceeds, and ads placed in our parish 
directory will support our Annual School Fund.

We appreciate whatever you can give of your time, talents 
and resources.  As a believer in Catholic formation, I always 
tithe to the degree that I am blessed.  Then, with joy I pay 
forward, the Christ centered formation that I received.  
Please join me in keeping the Light of Christ radiating in 
our Saint Mary Magdalen National Blue Ribbon School.  
Remember by doing our best, God can do the rest!

     Gratefully in Jesus — Monsignor Ralph J. Chieffo

e      Monsignor’s Message

St. Mary Magdalen School forms a strong Catholic 
identity and solid academic foundation for each of 
our children.  We thank you for entrusting a portion 
of your child’s Catholic education to our team of 
educators at St. Mary Magdalen School. We have 
been blessed in so many ways, particularly the past 
few years, having been recognized as a National Blue 
Ribbon School of Excellence and recently as an 
Archdiocesan School of Distinguished Instruction.

Adding to these successes, a record-breaking 
six Neumann scholarships were awarded to our 
well-prepared graduating class. We thank all of those 
involved in the formation of these examples of faith and 
hard work.  Each of these Neumann Scholars entered 
SMM as young Kindergarteners and have reaped the 
benefit of the exemplary education afforded to our 
students at SMM. How exciting it was for everyone in 
the school to share in the special assembly with 
Mrs. Josephine Mandeville and Mr. Thomas Connelly 
from the Connelly Foundation, to live this moment in
Archdiocesan history.  Never before have so many 
Neumann Scholars been named from one school.  
SMM currently holds the honor of having been 
awarded the most in total in the diocese at, 35!

The Connelly Foundation graciously awards each 
recipient a four-year tuition scholarship to the 
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Archdiocesan High School of their choice, as well as 
the honor of having been named a Neumann Scholar. 

Over six hundred eighth graders were eligible to sit for 
the Neumann exam and qualifying interview process. 
Of those, only forty-one Neumann Scholars were selected 
throughout our diocese with 15% of those named 
coming from St. Mary Magdalen. That is quite an 
achievement, exemplifying that our priests, teachers, 
staff, and parents all join together to help these students 
achieve lofty goals. The following 8th graders will be 
attending an Archdiocesan Catholic High School as 
Neumann Scholars: Michael Foster, Paul Giacomucci, 
Matthew Hurchalla, Joseph Mariano, Cassidy Martin, 
and Andrew Ortego. 

Yet another record-breaking triumph, 62% of our Eighth 
grade class has already been awarded over $908,200 in 
academic scholarship to both Archdiocesan high schools 
and private Catholic high schools.  So far, in addition 
to the above scholarships, the following students have 
also been awarded high school scholarships: 
Jack Bell, Gabriella Breault Honor Breen, Kaitlyn 
Caruso, Grace Conroy, Harrison Freind, Sofia Grassi, 
Taylor Hammond, Grace Kalinchak, James Klusartis, 
Lily Marquis, Luke Mersch, Greta Miller, Mary (Molly) 
Morrow, Rose Procaccini, Jack Sarne, Matthew 
(Connor) Victoria and Joseph Wood.

With the addition of a third Kindergarten class, we now 
have seven classrooms dedicated to Early Childhood.  
Our school has increased enrollment by 26 or almost 
10% and we are looking forward to having an additional 
increase next fall!  We are so very blessed by and 
appreciate your continual support of our school.  May 
God bless you and yours! school. May God bless you 
and yours.  
  — Denise Winterberger, Principal

School Board News

In its fourth year of service, the School Board 
continues to partner with Monsignor Chieffo, 
Ms. Winterberger, and our school community to 
preserve the long-term future success of the school. 
While we certainly have much to celebrate this year—
there is still much to do.

As part of our mandate, the Board recently developed 
and approved the tuition increase for the 2020-2021 
school year.  We fully recognize the sacrifices each family 
makes to provide their children the gift of a Catholic 
education. Like many Catholic schools, the revenue 
generated by our current tuition rates ($1.6 MM) does 
not fully cover the school’s total operating expenses 
($2.4 MM). The remainder of these expenses are met by 
development efforts (fundraisers, appeals) and direct 
financial support from the parish each year.  This tuition 
increase, along with sustained enrollment increases, will 
help provide longer term financial stability for the school. 

The recent focus on developing our early childhood 
program has markedly grown our school enrollment 
in Pre-K and Kindergarten on a year over year basis. 
Another testament of the hard work and dedication 
of Monsignor Chieffo, Ms. Winterberger, our faculty, 
administration and the school community.  

In the coming months the Board will conduct our 
annual review of the 2017-2022 Strategic Plan and 
develop the school’s budget for 2020-2021.  In addition, 
we will focus on supporting the School’s advancement 
efforts, facilities planning, and our spiritual life programs 
to further distinguish our Catholic Identity.  We ask 
for your prayers and support as we further these 
important initiatives.
        

        — Mark Victoria, School Board President
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e      School Financial Overview 

Initiatives
With your continued support, we hope to achieve the 
following initiatives during the final half of this school 
year and over the summer of 2020.

Technology  
Replace end of life cycle Smartboards with 
interactive whiteboards. Cost estimate: $2,000 each  
Replacement desktops and iPads: $900 and $400 each

Safety
Our fire alarm system needs to be upgraded 
and modernized. Total cost estimate: $60,000

Educational Programs
Upgrades to Religion, Social Studies, Science, Art, 
Physical Education and Technology programs.  
Cost to fund: $15,000 each

Building
Complete carpet replacement with tile in middle 
school wing. Total cost estimate: $20,000

Your gift can take many forms with each serving to 
strengthen and ensure the vitality of our school. For more 
‘Ways to Share’ Catholic education at St. Mary Magdalen 
School, please see the Annual School Fund Card enclosed, 
visit our ‘Giving’ and ‘Gala 2020’ pages online at: 
stmarymagdalenschool.net or call our office.

How Your Gifts Make 
a Difference in Our School
Your gifts of time, talent, and treasure enrich the

Catholic foundations of our young adults. Here are just 
a few of the ways your support makes a big difference.

35 Neumann Scholars, since 1995

14:1 Student to Teacher Ratio

On average, $37,842 was awarded to 
High School scholarship recipients 

in the Class of 2020.  

65% of the Class of 2020 was offered 
High School scholarships.

Our national standardized test scores 
average above 85th percentile

After School Enrichment 
and CARES programs

12 Extracurricular Activities

13 CYO Sports Programs

12 Stewardship Projects Annually

1:1 Technology in Grades 4 to 8

374 Students Enrolled

Miss Kathleen Logan (pictured third from the left) 
teaches science to our middle school students using the 
comprehensive LabLearner® program. Miss Logan was 
a Neumann Scholar who graduated from St. Joseph’s 
University in 20XX. She earned degrees in xxxxxxx and 
xxxxxxx. Her family are also parishioners and her two 
brothers attended SMM. 



Start your engines and join us at the Simeone Automotive Museum! 
This year’s venue houses one of the world’s greatest collections 

of racing, sports, and classic cars! Enjoy dinner, dancing, and 
cocktails with our parish family and friends while surrounded by

an array of amazing cars. Live music from John Gill and The Insiders.
Plus—Silent and Live Auction, Raffle, and more! 

 
Ways to Support Education:

Be an Event Sponsor. We have a variety of great opportunities. 
Advertise in our Parish Directory. The Deadline is February 7.

Buy a ‘Car and Cash’ Raffle Ticket for a chance to win big prizes!
Bid on unique services, experiences, and items in our Online Auction.  

Together– we’ll go the distance and make a difference for our students!

Buy tickets, ads and more online at stmarymagdalen.net

For more information, contact our Gala’s Event Chairs, 
Katie Knee and Margarita Martinelli at: 

gala@stmarymagdalen.net

Driven by Excellence & Fueled by Faith 

Checkered FlaG Gala
Saturday, March 21


